warriors and travelling mountebanks. These and many others are surveyed in this first comprehensive history of dentistry in English since Guerini's volume -which, astonishingly, was published as long ago as 1909. They are skilfully delineated against the general social and medical background of each period starting in Ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia, and progressing through India, China, pre-Columbian America, Greece, Rome to early Islam. The central section of the book is devoted to the evolution of European dentistry from the lith to the 18th century. The story is then brought up to the present day by abandoning strict chronology and examining in turn specific themes such as prosthetics, conservation, surgery and orthodontics. Before the rise of scientific dentistry in the 19th century our' kaleidoscopic view reveals much that was irrational -such as the use of tree frog fat, urine gargles and salves of white dog manure, or gruesome -such as the fashion for implanting teeth from corpses.
This profusely illustrated and fascinating book is likely to remain the leading authority for many years to come. Despite its very high price it should find a place in every medical and dental library. This book is a summary of the proceedings of the 'Second Annual Conference on Immunoassays in the Clinical Laboratory' held in San Diego, California in February 1980. Despite the large number' of contributors (over 50) the editors have succeeded in producing a publication, diverse in topic, yet where the format of the individual chapters is commendably consistent in style. The text includes reviews of different modes and applications of immunoassay techniques as well as specific detailed methods. The spectrum of techniques covered is very wide, including the now well established radioimmunoassay, fluorescence immunoassay, enzyme immunoassay, chemiluminescence and electron-spin resonance assays. While the applications of these various procedures are equally diverse, including the assay of drugs, specific proteins and hormones, the majority of topics will be of interest to the serologist and immunologist. Of particular interest are the chapters devoted to 'cellular immunoassay' whereby the functional efficiencyof the various lymphocyte classes can be assessed, and 'lymphomicrotoxicity' tests which may aid HLA-typing and prove useful in tissue transplantation. Also described are developments in the use of immunoassay for the quantitation of the biologically active peptides ofcomplement and the advancement of general understanding of the pathways of complement ·activation. This is a useful, up-to-date review and reference text. Advances in chemotherapy and the use of drugs which alter immunological processes form the basis of much other revision.
SYDNEY SELWYN

Editorial Representative Section of the History of Medicine
Like the first edition, this edition remains an invaluable work of reference as well as a compact guide to the vigour and freshness of Dame Sheila's views and practice.
VICTOR BLOOM
Editor
WilUams Obstetrics. 16th edn J A Pritchard & P C MacDonald pp 1179 £31.55 Hemel Hempstead: Prentice/Hall 1980 The sixteenth edition of 'Williams Obstetrics' maintains the reputation of this book. It is more a book of reference but it has the valuable quality of being a readable source of information.
Naturally the content has a distinctly North American flavour. The management of eclampsia based on sedation with magnesium sulphate almost to the exclusion of the other regimes would surprise British obstetricians. The achievements of a maternal mortality of9.9: 100000 demonstrates an enviably high level of care.
The authors in their very comprehensive reviews quote very recent work -many from journals published in 1980, and they pay ready tribute to ideas and methods from outside America. This book will prove most useful to the postgraduate because of the wealth of detail. It provides valuable reviews of obstetric and related medical problems in which the practical
